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June 6, 2012 
 
. 
. 
. 
 
RE: Determination of Significance and Request For Comments On Scope of EIS on the proposed 
Revisions to the Sediment Management Standards (Chapter 173-204 WAC) 
 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
The Department of Ecology is in the process of revising the Sediment Management Standards (SMS), 
Chapter 173-204 WAC. The need for SMS rule amendments and potential rule changes have been the topic 
of extensive discussions and scientific investigations carried out by Ecology and other state and federal 
agencies since the original SMS rule was adopted in 1991. Between 2009 and 2012, Ecology conducted 
numerous stakeholder meetings in the form of presentations and discussions at conferences to gain a better 
understanding of the technical and policy issues and to address concerns and opinions from a wide range of 
interest groups on these issues.  
 
The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA, Chapter 43.21C RCW) and SEPA rules (Chapter 197-11 WAC) 
requires that an Environmental Impact Statement be prepared for proposed rulemaking with probable 
significant adverse effects on the quality of the environment. Ecology has determined that because of the 
controversial nature of the rule making and in order to provide as much information as possible to aid in 
decision making, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) would be necessary, and has therefore prepared a 
Determination of Significance scoping Notice.  
 
The following link http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/regs/2011-SMS/2011-SMS-hp.html provides details 
about the Determination of Significance/ Scoping Notice and opportunities for providing comments. We 
would like to hear any comments you or your staff may have on the proposed scope of the EIS. If you want 
more information about this rule please contact Martha Hankins of my staff at your earliest convenience. 
You may reach her by phone at 360-407-6864 or by email at martha.hankins@ecy.wa.gov. 
 
Respectfully, 
 


 
 
James J. Pendowski 
Program Manager 
Toxics Cleanup Program 
Department of Ecology
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